
DECEMBER 2017  
Activity Report
Prepared by  
Terra Rosa Consulting



Page 2

The Budadee Foundation is a committee established under the National Trust 

(WA) with the primary purpose of protecting the cultural and environmental 

integrity of the Woodstock-Abydos Indigenous Protected Area in the Pilbara 

region of Western Australia. The committee was established to exist in a charged 

political environment and endeavours to be as representative as possible of 

the native title, land usage, law and cultural obligations within the protected 

area. Committee members, representatives and associates have engaged in 

ongoing consultation with senior cultural figures, representative bodies, native 

title working groups, heritage committees and government departments. 

The Foundation committee consists of representatives across several native 

title groups and works with people culturally connected to the Woodstock-

Abydos protected area including Palyku, Kariyarra, Njamal, Ngarla, Yindjibarndi, 

Nyiyaparli and Martu traditional owners. 

Taking its name from an acacia tree used during traditional law and culture 

Budadee is symbolic of healing, looking after country and people. 

This document is the joint copyright of Budadee Foundation,  

National Trust (WA) and its author, Terra Rosa Consulting

Cover photo: Biddy Norman with Budadee seeds

Rear photo: Irene Roberts at Nymarinya pool 
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The first six months of 2017 were a busy period for the Budadee Foundation. 

The committee committed funds to increase activities towards establishing a 

ranger program within Tharra, the southern region of the Woodstock-Abydos 

Indigenous Protected Area. 

Due to the joint vesting of tenure between the Department of Aboriginal 

Affairs (DAA) and Department of Lands (DOL) the management order for the 

protected area remains unclear and uncertain. However both departments 

have encouraged Budadee to continue developing the ranger program and 

expressed their support. Therefore, following broad consultation in 2016 with 

elders and community members in Yandeyarra, Warralong, Port Hedland, 

Nullagine and Marble Bar, the Budadee committee decided to focus its 

activities on training Indigenous rangers in Aboriginal Sites Work (ASW) and 

Conservation and Land Management (CLM).

In February the Foundation established a partnership with the Budadee 

Aboriginal Corporation and supported the employment of field staff to assist 

in implementing the program. Supported by Terra Rosa Consulting Budadee 

staff travelled to communities and sought expressions of interest for ranger 

training. Within four months the Foundation is proud to say it has enrolled and 

delivered Certificate III training to 13 students (see page 10). Other highlights 

for 2017 thus far include:

•	 Purchasing equipment to facilitate remote camping

•	 Established base in Port Hedland with ranger training facilities

•	 Community arts exhibition in Nullagine (see page 8)

•	 An updated cultural awareness training package for the protected area

•	 Completion of stage-two fauna survey (see page 4)

•	 Commencement of Cultural Leadership Program (see page 6)
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Caring for Country 
Program

In 2015 the Foundation commissioned Terra Rosa to write a desktop 

Environmental Management Plan (EMP) for the Woodstock-Abydos protected 

area. This outlined a need to conduct a baseline fauna survey across the area to 

target threatened species and feral animal removal. The first stage of this took 

place in September 2016 and the second stage was completed in April under 

a Regulation 17 license granted from the Department of Parks and Wildlife 

(DPAW).

Fauna specialist Jenny Wilcox from Western Wildlife returned to join the 

Budadee team, and zoologist Glen Murray was contracted to conduct the 

survey. Three Budadee field supervisors, Walter Stream, Kevin Stream and 

Steven Stewart JNR (Gibby) participated in the survey with field officers 

Stanley Ball JNR, Kimmie Jumbo, Declan Crusoe and Trevor Ball. During the 

second week of the survey Maryanne Leggett from Central Regional TAFE also 

joined the team to assess four units of the CLM certificate (see page 10). 
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Continuing on from the 2016 survey the team used six pit-trap locations and 

funnel lines established during stage one. Elliot and cage traps were set across 

several locations extending from the granite outcrops near Dead Bullock Well 

to the FMG rail line and Rabbitohs Bore. Further traps were set alongside the 

Hillside – Woodstock road extending south-east of the homestead towards 10 

Mile. In addition, bat detectors, camera traps and feral cat traps were set within 

the Yule River, Tharra Creek and other tributaries. 

Numerous species were identified during the ten days, including feral cats, 

cattle, horses, rabbits and camels. Seventy-five different bird types were also 

recorded and the Budadee team is currently collating data to develop a plan of 

management for the threatened species in this area. 
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Cultural Leadership 
Program

In 2016 the Foundation commissioned Terra Rosa to develop a desktop 

Cultural Heritage Management Plan (CHMP) for the Tharra region of the 

Woodstock-Abydos protected area. This document outlines five areas with 

sites of significance within the region. Following numerous meetings and trips 

to Woodstock during 2016, the Cultural Leadership program was developed to 

bring elders and Budadee staff together to visit heritage sites and document 

the values associated with the protected area. 

Over the course of ten days in May the Budadee field team coordinated a large 

group of people to attend a meeting in Tharra Creek and commence significant 

site inspections across the region. Terra Rosa archaeologist Mathew Passmore 

and anthropologist Luke May facilitated the process with the help of university 

student Ed Slade. Considering the ongoing development of the Foundation’s 

cultural protocols policy, Ed was invited to assist with his postdoctoral research 

in cultural heritage. 
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During the first five days the Budadee team visited sites to document 

archaeological aspects of heritage and participate in ASW training. Field 

officers included Damien Ball, Mandy Stream, Fiona Francis, Steven Stewart 

JNR (Gibby) and Stanley Ball SNR. During the second part of the trip, elders 

joined the team and gathered to discuss the future management and activities 

across the protected area. Facilitated by Luke May and another anthropologist 

from Terra Rosa, Nell Taylor, participants included Stephen Stewart SNR, 

Charlie Coppin, Irene Roberts, Doris Eaton, Fred Stream, Kevin Stream SNR, 

Linda Stream, Walter Stream, Lindsay Yuline, Kevin Stewart, Margaret Stewart 

and Jillisa Miller. 

Throughout the second part of the trip, elders visited sites across Tharra with 

Budadee field officers and established recommendations for further recording. 

At the conclusion of the trip the Budadee team believed it was an opportune 

time to invite representatives from the DAA to investigate the recent graffiti 

on rocks adjacent to the Hillside – Woodstock road. This is the second time 

in 12 months that the Foundation has taken DAA out on country to inspect 

vandalism. Compliance officers James Cook and Ian Wray assured the Budadee 

team they would investigate further and assist the Foundation in erecting more 

heritage signs in the protected area. 
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Community Arts Program
Continuing the special relationship between Budadee and artists in the 

Nullagine community, the Foundation committed funds to support the delivery 

of the Culture on Canvas project in October 2016. Facilitated by Terra Rosa 

and recorded with filmmaker Lincoln MacKinnon, part of the project proposal 

included an exhibition in Nullagine and a subsequent unveiling at an event in 

Perth. Due to sorry business last year the community event was postponed until 

February. With the support of East Pilbara Shire, several artists and teachers 

from the Nullagine school, the two paintings were unveiled in Irrungadji. 

Celebrated with a bbq, speeches and screening of the project the event was a 

resounding success. 

In preparation for NAIDOC week in July the Foundation is preparing to transport 

and exhibit the two paintings, Skin Groups and Jila Kujarra, with the Minyipurru 

(Seven Sisters) mural (completed in 2015) at an event held by Atlas Iron in 

Perth. The Foundation is currently discussing with artists the best place to 

permanently display the paintings. In the meantime Terra Rosa will return the 

artwork to Nullagine and Jigalong (where some artists have recently moved) 

with further art supplies and plan for further projects. 
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Training & Development
During 2017 the Foundation has been in ongoing discussions with Registered 

Training Organisations (RTOs) to collaboratively design a program to train a 

team of rangers with nationally recognised accreditation. In partnership with 

Terra Rosa the Foundation has developed a program that will see a group of 

8 to 12 people qualified in Certificate III in Aboriginal Sites Work (ASW) and 

Conservation and Land Management (CLM) by the end of the year. 

During April the Foundation engaged a CLM trainer from Central Regional 

TAFE in Geraldton to assess Budadee field staff during the fauna survey. Seven 

of our rangers completed four units of the CLM course including the core 

units focusing on work health and safety; and the electives concerning pest 

management. 
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Terra Rosa’s trainers and assessors deliver the Certificate III in Aboriginal Sites 

Work in partnership with South Regional TAFE in Albany. This enables their 

archaeologists and anthropologists to engage Budadee rangers in training 

during site inspections across the protected area. 

During May seven rangers were engaged in training and participated in 

artefact identification, recording engravings, walking transects, discussions 

about cultural protocols and safe work practices. Due to the availability of 

participants, the qualification is partially completed and will require another 

field trip this year. Further use of the Port Hedland training office will also be 

needed to complete the computer-based components. 
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In July 2017 a number of rangers returned to country to conduct further training 

with Maryanne from Central Regional TAFE, and Jack Shiner, a commercial 

seed specialist. They delivered training for partiticipants which included 

ethnobotanical recording, weed spraying and seed collection for commercial 

enterprise. This included the preparation of a weed management plan and 

seed collecting activities, focusing on the Tamborah area within the Reserve. 
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Partnerships and funding
Budadee is grateful for the ongoing support from National Trust (WA) and Terra 

Rosa with its major sponsor Atlas Iron. During the last six months Atlas have 

assisted with the remote camping operations and Budadee hopes to continue 

with this partnership in protecting the cultural and environmental values of the 

Woodstock-Abydos protected area. 

Budadee is also committed to a sustainable ranger team and creating 

commercial opportunities for Pilbara communities through the Budadee 

Aboriginal Corporation. To continue with this work the Foundation is seeking 

to expand it’s funding network and key partnerships. 

During the last six months Budadee has joined Greening Australia and DPAW 

in seeking money for a Threatened Species Grant, and has an application 

pending with the Indigenous Advancement Strategy for the Foundation’s 

Cultural Leadership Program. Moving forward Budadee would like to engage 

with other stakeholders and parties who see the value in its programs. 
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Proudly supported by:



The Budadee Foundation

National Trust (WA)

4 Havelock St,  

West Perth, WA 

P: 08 9212 1100

E: info@budadee.org.au

W: www.budadee.org.au


